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474 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

Notwithstanding the Count's pessimism as to the cause of peace in 
Europe, the fact that a man of his experience and standing expresses 
himself in favor of the peaceful settlement of international disputes and 
believes that international peace is possible, is in itself evidence of the 
great advance the cause has made. Pacifists can no longer be looked upon 
as Utopians and dreamers of dreams when statesmen such as Count 
Apponyi confess in public their belief in the cause and devote their time 
and energy to its realization. 

THE FRENCH OFFICE OF FOREIGN LEGISLATION AND INTERNATIONAL LAW 

On July 21, 1910, a remarkable decree was signed by the President of 
the French Eepublic establishing an office of foreign legislation and inter- 
national law, which shall centralize and put at the disposal of the public, 
legislative acts and documents of foreign countries, which shall preserve, 
maintain and increase the collection of works on international and 
foreign law, which shall make translations and furnish to public bodies 
and to interested persons translations of foreign laws and treaties and 
other documents, and which shall publish memoirs or works on foreign 
legislation and international law. 

It is unnecessary to dilate upon the importance of such a bureau and 
the services which it may render to the public, for hereafter not merely 
the departments of the Government, but all interested persons are to be 
supplied at reasonable rates with accurate translations of foreign laws, 
treaties, conventions, and other documents. 

It is to be hoped that the example of Prance will not be lost upon other 
nations, and that similar bureaus will be universally established, so that 
the foreign relations of the world will be, as it were, an open book. 
For the text of the decree, see Supplement, p. 83. 

THE PURCHASE OF BUILDINGS FOR AMERICAN EMBASSIES, LEGATIONS AND 

CONSULATES ABROAD 

It is constantly asserted that the diplomatic service of the United 
States is only open to the wealthy and that a man who may become Presi- 
dent of the United States could not by any possibility accept an embassy 
abroad, because the salaries of diplomatic officers are so inadquate that 
the diplomatic representatives of the United States are obliged to draw 
upon their personal incomes to meet the expenditures which the situation 
requires. It has long been felt that either the salaries should be ma- 
terially increased so as to enable our diplomats to rent suitable residences 



